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(')TT&WA—{.'MJHHH'H Pelense  Minis
ter Hon. Brooke Claxton did quile
f bit of explaining wvesterday  betore

he got the Jast of his estimates passed,

some of it was s
prefty good,. some fog
of if was pretly had.
But mo explanation
would  erase  the
damnation laid on
him by his own Ihe-
fense ' Department
advertisement for
recruits. for his

new-hatelied regi-
ment, the Canadian
Guards.

: The: MP {for

Winnipeg South
Cenlre Gordon
Churchill, ‘put the
mintster’s agver-
tizement on Hanszard where if stands.
Rend 1t and blush:

“Appiications. now. beigg. aceepled
‘“For the new resiment of Canadian
Guards.”

“Second o none. on the parads
grotnd.

“Inencporating the color and smart
ness of military lradition at dts finest,
the Canadizn Guards ranks first among
the army's regular infantry regiments

“Right now there is a reguirement
for young men who would Hke (o share
in the colopful dress and ceremon':ai
aetivities of the new Canadian Guards."

‘Thiis can mean minds c]wap&n noble
things, “Spapmid to mone on the parade
ground . Jdncorporating the color
znd smartness of military tradition af
its finest . . 1" Hedaven help Canata.
That came out of ils Defense Depart-
ment

Ruh. out valor and selfsacrificing
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duty, steadfastness and all the other
virtues vouth might rightly strive to
emulale in the fradition that belongs,
by right of inkeritance to the Canadian
army.  Tradition? ~Beligve the publi-
city ezuded by Mr. Claxton’s Defense
Department; the Canadian army's fin-
cst tradition is “color and smariness"

Color and smartness. Forget Queen-
ston Heights and Detroit, Stony Creek
and Fish Creek, Pasrdeburg and IHart's
Eiver,  Forget &t Julien and Vimy,
Passchendaels, the Somme and the
Hindenburg Line. Forget Dieppe and
the Sicily beaches, the prim fest of
the Ttalian campaign.  Forget all that
courage won for Canada from the Nor-
mandy landings through to Holien in
Hotland.

Coloe #nd smartness are the Canadian
army's finest traditdon.  Mr. Claxton’s
hired help says soo and the Canadian
taxpaver pays fo have the insull to the
memory of Canada's soldier dead pub-
Tished al display advertising rates in the
daily press

The world may go up in fames o
morrow, &0 the Canadian Defense De-
partment spends Canada's money (ry-
ing to lure into Canada's defense forces
types who “would like to share in eolor-
ful’ dress and ceremonial activities™

and he “second to none on the parade’

gronnd."
The member for Winnipeg South
Centre restrained his comment. Hesaid

he thought it was' s remarkable state-
ment but it had the ‘emphasis.wrong.
This was no time for putling emphasis
o eeremonial deill and colorful uni-
forma It should be on fightieg quality.
His sympathy went to the young men of
o’ mey Tegiment this pecriiied.

Sinee. the member who mildly oriti-
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cized fought 1hrough one wir &5 ®

* machine gunner and won the D80 in

another as 0C, the First Canadian Ar-
moured Carrier Regiment, it might be
supposed that his opinion deserved a
courteous hearimg. It did not get one.
Col. Churchill's words were puncluated
hy the banging of Liberal desk lids and
shouts of “guock, gquack™ from Gavern-
ment baek henches.

Thus encouraged, he continued:

“1 have known regiments in both
warld wars hastily formed and put into

_aetion which soon  developed a fine

ezprit de corps and a nagnificent tra-
dition. But it is only 'on the battleficld
that that can be done and it seems Lo ma
A mmistake to organize now, oub of the
blue, a regiment such as this, . . IE will
e diffieult for the officers and men
serving with the Canadian Guards, when
they came in contaoet with some other
regiment, fo rest on their laurels as a
Ereal parade ground regiment . .0 1
thinikk they are being placed
awkward: position . . .

The awkward position 1o whieh Col.
Churchill referred is at.the top of the
Canadian army lisl. Mr, ‘Claxton has
commanded  that his new Capadian
Guards shall nol only be second fo none

on the parade grounmd but second to

nong in military precedence, His new

creation has heen given seniorily in the

regular forces over Lhe Royal Canadinn
Regiment, the Roval 22nd, the PPCLI,
the Gueen's Own Rifles, and the “Littla
Black Devils™ of Winnipeg.

. Whyt Find the answer in Mr. Clax-
ton's own advertisement:

“Hight now there §s a reguircment
for young men who wouwd 1ike to share
in the cu]n}rful dross and  eeremonial
achvltms e

And so the hiell with hattle honors.
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